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Listing of Claims : 



B EST AVAILABLE COPY 



1. (currently amended) An apparatus for providing 
an interactive television system including customer 



receive an e-mail message from a data communication network and transmit an alert 



signal in response to receiving the e-mail message , the apparatus comprising: 

i 



a oustomor prom i s e- equ i pm e nt capabl e to r e c ei v e 



data communic a t i on n e tw o rk and transmit an al e rt s i gna l 



e mai l m e ssag e; and 



@005/014 



e-mail not'rfication to a user of 
prem se equipment capable to 



an e ma il m e ssag e from a 



l i n respons e to r e c e iving th e 



a portable stereo commun i cation device.L independent of the interactive 

f 

television system , to generate stereo audio and to allow a third party to communicate 



with a user, wherein the portable stereo communication device is further to receive 
the alert signal and to provide notification to a user in response to the alert signal 
without displaying the e-mail message. 



2-27. (canceled). 



I 

28. (currently amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a machine-readable medium having stored therecjn instructions to: 
receive, by a customer premise equipment, an instant message from a data 
communication network; 
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in response to the received instant message, send 
stereo s ommunioatio ft device for generating stereo audlol 



1006/014 



an alert signal to a portable 
the portable stereo device 



being independent of an interactive television system; an | 

in response to the alert signal, provide notification Dy the r e mot e contr o l 
portable stereo device about the received instant message without displaying the 
instant message. 

29. (currently amended) An apparatus for notifying a user of an interactive 
television system about an incoming instant message, ttii apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving an instant message from a deta communication network; 

communicatively coupled to the receiving means, ! 
signal in response to the received instant message; and 

communicatively coupled to the receiving means, 
device to generate stereo audio and to receive the alert 



means for sending an alert 



a handheld portable stereo 



iqnal and provide 



notification about the received instant message without displaying the instant 



message moons for a ll owing a us e r to e ngage in at le ast; two - way audio 
communication with a third party . 



30-36 (canceled). 



37. (currently amended) An apparatus for providing instant message e mai l 

notification to a user of an interactive television system including customer premise 

f 

equipment capable to receive an instant message from a! data communication 
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network and a transmitter capable to transmit an alert s ignal in response to receiving 



the instant message , the apparatus comprising: 

a custom e r prern i oo equipment oopabto to rec e ive, a message from a data 



©007/014 



communication network and includ i ng a transmrttor capable to transmit an alort signal 



ffl - responoo to rec ei ving th e mossag e ; and 

a portable stereo device to generate stereo audio t ele phon e including a 



receiver capable to receive the alert signal indicative of the received instant 



message, the portable stereo device t ol ophon e to provide 
response to the alert signal. 



38. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 37 1 
includes an email message. 

i 
i 

i 

39. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 37! 

| 

includes an instant message. 



wherein the message 



40-41. (canceled). 

42. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 37 Wherein the notification 

J ■ 

includes a light signal from the portable stereo device te le phon e. 



notification to a user in 



wherein the message 
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43. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 42 wjherein 

! I 

r e mot e contro l device includes a specifically-designated 
signal. 



44. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 37 wjherein the notification 



includes a sound signal from the portable 



stereo device tb l ophon e 



121008/014 



the portable stereo 
LED to provide the light 



! 

45. (currently amended) The apparatus of .claim 37 wjherein the notification 



includes vibration from the portable stereo device to l opho 



46. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 37 further comprising a 
television communicatively coupled to the customer premise equipment and capable 
to display the received message. j 

! J, 

47, (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 371 wherein the customer 

| i 

premise equipment includes a set top box. j 



48. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 37 
device t ele phon e is incapable of displaying the message 



i 



49. (currently amended) A method of notifying a userjbf an interactive television 

method comprising: 



j | 
system about incoming e-mail and instant messages, the! 
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receiving, by a customer premise equipment, a n e-mail or instant message 
from a data communication network; 

in response to the received message, sending an jalert signal to a portable 



stereo device capable of generating stereo audio tetesfro^; and 



in response to the alert signal, the 



portable stereo [device t ele phon e providing 



notification indicative of the message without displaying the message 



50. (previously presented) The method of claim 49 w(i 
equipment includes a set top box. 

51-55. (canceled). 

56. (currently amended) The method of claim 49 
comprises providing a light signal from the portable stereb 



57. (currently amended) The method <j>f claim 49 wherein 
comprises providing a sound signal from the portable ste 



58, (currently amended) The method of claim 49 1 
comprises providing vibration from the portable stereo 



59. (currently amended) An apparatu s! system for providing e-mail notification to a 
user of an interactive television system, thle system a pp a ratus comprising: 



erein the customer premise 




in providing notification 
device tc l cphono . 



providing the notification 
eo device t e l e phon e. 



sin providing the notification 
t ele pho n e . 



6 
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IglOl 



a customer premise equipment capable to receive? a message from a data 
communication network and including a transmitter capable to transmit an alert signal 

in response to receiving the message; and I | [, 

■■i | 

a portable handheld stereo device to generate stereo audio including a 



receiver capable to receive the alert signal indicative of trie received message, the 



i : 



portable stereo device to provide notification! to a user in 



60. (canceled). 



i ; 

i i 



i ; 



J : 



7 *! ; 

i ■ 
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